
 
 

Rural Historic Structural Survey 
of 

Du Page Township 
Will County, Illinois 

 
November 2001 

for the 
Will County Land Use Department 

and the 
Will County Historic Preservation Commission 

 
 

Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. 
120 North LaSalle Street, Suite 2000 

Chicago, Illinois 60602 
(312) 372-0555 



  Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. 
 



  Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. 
 

 

Rural Historic Structural Survey of 
Du Page Township 
Will County, Illinois 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  
 
Cover photograph: View to the northeast along Normantown Road (127th Street) in Section 30 of Du Page Township. On 
the horizon are a series of warehouse and light industrial buildings that have been constructed in recent years. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ..................................................................................................................... E-1 
 
FEDERAL ASSISTANCE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
CHAPTER I: CONTEXT HISTORY OF THE RURAL SURVEY REGION  

 Geologic and Topographic Background to the Illinois Region ............................................................. I – 1 
First Nations in the Illinois Region ............................................................................................................ I – 4 

 The Arrival of European Settlers  
French Explorers and Settlers in the Illinois Territory ............................................................................. I – 5 
Illinois in the English Colonial Period and Revolutionary War ............................................................... I – 8 
Land Division and Distribution in the New Nation.................................................................................. I – 9 
Development of the Northwest Territory ............................................................................................... I – 10 
Illinois Statehood.................................................................................................................................... I – 11 
Settlement and Development of Will County......................................................................................... I – 13 
Development of the Illinois and Michigan Canal................................................................................... I – 17 
Plank Roads in Will County................................................................................................................... I – 22 
Agricultural Development of the County and State ............................................................................... I – 23 
Twentieth Century Developments.......................................................................................................... I – 26 

 American Rural Architecture  
Farmstead Planning ............................................................................................................................... I – 34 
Development of Ballon Framing ............................................................................................................ I – 39 
Masonry Construction ............................................................................................................................ I – 43 
Local Limestone..................................................................................................................................... I – 44 

Joliet Limestone .............................................................................................................................. I – 44 
Quarries in Lemont ......................................................................................................................... I – 45 
Development of the Limestone Industry .......................................................................................... I – 46 
Dupage Valley Limestone and Gravel............................................................................................. I – 51 

Reinforced Concrete............................................................................................................................... I – 54 
Concrete Block....................................................................................................................................... I – 56 
Classification of Farmhouse Types ........................................................................................................ I – 60 
Architectural Style.................................................................................................................................. I – 60 

Greek Revival .................................................................................................................................. I – 60 
Gothic Revival................................................................................................................................. I – 61 
Italianate ......................................................................................................................................... I – 62 
Second Empire ................................................................................................................................ I – 63 
Stick Style ........................................................................................................................................ I – 63 
Queen Anne ..................................................................................................................................... I – 64 
Colonial and Georgian Revival....................................................................................................... I – 64 
Craftsman or Arts and Crafts Style ................................................................................................. I – 65 
Prairie Style .................................................................................................................................... I – 65 
Tudor Revival .................................................................................................................................. I – 66 
Ranch .............................................................................................................................................. I – 66 
International Style ........................................................................................................................... I – 67 



Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. 
 

 

House Types........................................................................................................................................... I – 68 
I House ............................................................................................................................................ I – 69 
German Stone Farmhouse............................................................................................................... I – 70 
Hall and Parlor ............................................................................................................................... I – 70 
Upright and Wing............................................................................................................................ I – 71 
Gabled Ell ....................................................................................................................................... I – 72 
Side Hallway ................................................................................................................................... I – 73 
Four-over-Four ............................................................................................................................... I – 73 
Gable Front..................................................................................................................................... I – 74 
American Foursquare ..................................................................................................................... I – 74 
Bungalow ........................................................................................................................................ I – 75 
Cape Cod......................................................................................................................................... I – 75 
Schoolhouses ................................................................................................................................... I – 76 

Development of the Barn ....................................................................................................................... I – 77 
Barn Types ............................................................................................................................................. I – 81 

English Barn or Three-bay Threshing Barn.................................................................................... I – 82 
Raised, Bank, and Basement Barns................................................................................................. I – 82 
German Barn................................................................................................................................... I – 83 
Wisconsin Dairy Barn ..................................................................................................................... I – 86 
Plank Frame Barn........................................................................................................................... I – 87 
Three-ended Barn............................................................................................................................ I – 87 
Feeder Barn .................................................................................................................................... I – 88 
Pole Barn ........................................................................................................................................ I – 88 
Round Roof Barn............................................................................................................................. I – 89 
Quonsets.......................................................................................................................................... I – 89 

Grain Elevators....................................................................................................................................... I – 90 
Corncribs ................................................................................................................................................ I – 90 
Crib Barns .............................................................................................................................................. I – 93 
Metal Bins .............................................................................................................................................. I – 95 
Silos........................................................................................................................................................ I – 96 
Other Farm Structures .......................................................................................................................... I – 102 

Chicken Houses ............................................................................................................................. I – 102 
Milk Houses................................................................................................................................... I – 103 
Smokehouses ................................................................................................................................. I – 104 
Windmills, Pump Houses, and Cisterns ........................................................................................ I – 105 
Miscellaneous Buildings ............................................................................................................... I – 106 

The American Post-war Suburb: Successor or Annihilator of the Rural Community? ............................... I – 107 
 
 
CHAPTER II: DU PAGE TOWNSHIP 

Settlement Patterns of Du Page Township...............................................................................................II – 1 
The Rural Crossroads of Du Page Township ..........................................................................................II – 6 

Barber's Corners ..............................................................................................................................II – 7 
Sprague's Corner ...........................................................................................................................II – 10 
First Presbyterian Church of Du Page ..........................................................................................II – 10 
Romeo Depot and Romeoville ........................................................................................................II – 12 
Schoolhouses in Du Page Township ..............................................................................................II – 15 
Cemeteries of Du Page Township ..................................................................................................II – 17 

Bolingbrook...........................................................................................................................................II – 19 
Du Page Township and the Will County Land Resource Management Plan ........................................II – 23 
Neighboring Communities in Du Page and Cook Counties ..................................................................II – 23 

Significant and Contributing Farmsteads in Du Page Township 
Amsden–Biggins–Mather ...............................................................................................................II – 24 
Anglemire–Kopperud .....................................................................................................................II – 25 
Bartoo–Elwood–Patterson .............................................................................................................II – 26 
Biggins–Doyle–Kelley....................................................................................................................II – 26 
Biggins–Yackley–Boldt ..................................................................................................................II – 27 
Calkins–Laing–Reardon–Smith–Jurca ..........................................................................................II – 28 



  Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. 
 

 

Bennett–Clifford–Ketchum–Heeg–Peabody–Hullett......................................................................II – 29 
Dyer–Rathbun–Mather–Hageman–Scholz.....................................................................................II – 30 
Dyer–Dixon–Mather–Haley...........................................................................................................II – 33 
Eaton–Weinhold–Schafer–Schoenherr ..........................................................................................II – 34 
Freeman–Wescott–Garrette ...........................................................................................................II – 35 
Lambert ..........................................................................................................................................II – 38 
Royce–McDonald ...........................................................................................................................II – 40 
Whallon–Eichelberger–Konicek ....................................................................................................II – 42 

Non-contributing or Non-existing Farmsteads in Du Page Township 
Barber–Breitweiser ........................................................................................................................II – 45 
Boardman.......................................................................................................................................II – 46 
Johnson–Eaton–George .................................................................................................................II – 47 
Dagen–Ward–Weber......................................................................................................................II – 48 
Glover ............................................................................................................................................II – 49 
Godfrey...........................................................................................................................................II – 49 
Higgins ...........................................................................................................................................II – 51 
King................................................................................................................................................II – 51 
Lord................................................................................................................................................II – 52 
Miller–Hullett.................................................................................................................................II – 53 
Overholser......................................................................................................................................II – 53 
Ranck..............................................................................................................................................II – 54 
Rank ...............................................................................................................................................II – 54 
Schmid ............................................................................................................................................II – 54 
Smith ..............................................................................................................................................II – 54 
Strong .............................................................................................................................................II – 55 
Walker ............................................................................................................................................II – 55 
Williams .........................................................................................................................................II – 56 

 
 
CHAPTER III: SURVEY SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Period of Significance: 1830 to 1970 ..................................................................................................... III – 1 
Significance 

National Register and Local Landmark Criteria.................................................................................... III – 2 
Integrity ................................................................................................................................................. III – 4 
Contributing and Non-contributing Properties ...................................................................................... III – 4 
Will County Land Resource Management Plan (1990, Amended 1996) .............................................. III – 5 

Potential Historic Districts and Landmarks 
Wheatland Rural Heritage District ........................................................................................................ III – 6 
Wheatland Presbyterian Church Rural Crossroads................................................................................ III – 7 
Limestone Multiple Property Historic District ...................................................................................... III – 8 
Individual Landmarks ........................................................................................................................... III – 9 

Survey Summary ..................................................................................................................................... III – 11 
Table of Farmsteads and Agriculturally-related Sites (Sorted by PIN)............................................... III – 13 
Table of Farmhouses (Sorted by PIN)................................................................................................. III – 20 
Table of Barns (Sorted by PIN)........................................................................................................... III – 25 
Table of Support Buildings (Sorted by PIN) ....................................................................................... III – 28 

Recommendations for Additional Survey Work 
Summary ............................................................................................................................................. III – 35 
Introduction ......................................................................................................................................... III – 35 
Areas Adjacent to the Survey Region ................................................................................................. III – 36 
Other Townships in Will County ........................................................................................................ III – 36 
Landscape Features ............................................................................................................................. III – 37 

 
 



Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. 
 

 

CHAPTER IV: SURVEY METHODOLOGY............................................................................................. IV – 1 
 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Previous Surveys 
Books, Articles, and Other Publications 
Maps and Aerial Photographs 

 
TABLES 

Table 1 – Du Page Township Survey Sites (April and May 2001) 
Table 2 – Selected Historic Du Page Township Farmstead Sites No Longer Extant 

 
APPENDIX A: Reproductions of Plat Maps 
 Will County Plat Maps of Du Page, Lockport, Plainfield, and Wheatland Townships 

Du Page County Plat Maps of Naperville, Lisle, and Downers Grove Townships 
Cook County Plat Maps of Lemont Township 

 
APPENDIX B: Wheatland Plowing Matches, 1877–1976  
 
APPENDIX C: Maps  
 
APPENDIX D: Will County Neighboring Communities in Du Page and Cook County  
 



  Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. 
 

 

 



Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. 
 

 

 



  Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. 
 

Errata for the Rural Historic Structural Survey of Du Page Township, Will County, Illinois 
 
Chapter III – 11: The corrected barn table is reprinted as follows:  

Barns 
Barn Type Du Page Wheatland Plainfield Lockport Totals 
Three-bay Threshing 9 16 7 10 42 
Bank 1 1 ― 1 3 
Raised 1 2 1 1 5 
Pennsylvania German ― 7 1 ― 8 
Three-ended 1 3 ― ― 4 
Plank Frame 1 14 15 4 35 
Feeder 1 6 ― ― 7 
Dairy 1 9 3 5 17 
Other or unknown 215 116 1 ― 4 

Totals 17 59 28 21 125 

Chapter III – 16: The corrected table is reprinted as follows:  
Farmsteads and Agriculturally-related Sites (Sort by PIN) 

NUMBER STREET NAME PARCEL 
IDENTIFICATION 

NUMBER (PIN) 

NATIONAL LANDMARK 
POTENTIAL 

LOCAL LANDMARK POTENTIAL 

2205 Royce Road 02-04-200-011 CONTRIBUTING SIGNIFICANT LOCAL LANDMARK 
1490 Royce Road 02-04-300-004 CONTRIBUTING SIGNIFICANT LOCAL LANDMARK 
 Knoch Knolls 02-06-300-007 CONTRIBUTING CONTRIBUTING 
21339 Boughton Rd. 02-07-300-009 CONTRIBUTING CONTRIBUTING 
910 Boughton Rd. 02-08-200-003 NON-CONTRIBUTING NON-CONTRIBUTING 
550 Boughton 02-09-200-021 NON-CONTRIBUTING NON-CONTRIBUTING 
17025 Davey 02-13-400-016 CONTRIBUTING CONTRIBUTING 
1570 Rodeo Dr. 

(Ferguson) 
02-19-300-006 CONTRIBUTING POSSIBLE LOCAL LANDMARK AFTER 

DETERMINATION IF ORIGINAL PORTION OF 
FARMHOUSE IS LOG STRUCTURE 

 Weber (Williams) 02-20-100-001 NON-CONTRIBUTING NON-CONTRIBUTING 
 Weber 02-20-300-001 CONTRIBUTING CONTRIBUTING 
 Naperville Road 02-20-400-002 CONTRIBUTING CONTRIBUTING 
 S. Frontage Road 02-21-300-002 CONTRIBUTING CONTRIBUTING 
 S. Frontage Road 02-22-176-002 CONTRIBUTING CONTRIBUTING 
11313 Katherine’s 

Crossing (Limestone 
farmhouse) 

02-24-102-045 SIGNIFICANT AS PART OF A "LIMESTONE 
DISTRICT" 

SIGNIFICANT LOCAL LANDMARK 

11313 Katherine’s 
Crossing (Wood 
frame farmhouse) 

02-24-102-045 CONTRIBUTING SOME LOCAL LANDMARK POTENTIAL, 
ALTHOUGH IN POOR CONDITION 

 S. Frontage Road 02-28-100-019 CONTRIBUTING CONTRIBUTING 
 Naperville Road 02-28-200-006 CONTRIBUTING CONTRIBUTING 
19628 Normantown 02-28-300-003 NON-CONTRIBUTING NON-CONTRIBUTING 
19852 Normantown 02-28-300-001 NON-CONTRIBUTING NON-CONTRIBUTING 
19504 W. Normantown 02-28-400-003 CONTRIBUTING CONTRIBUTING 
 Normantown 02-29-200-002 CONTRIBUTING CONTRIBUTING 
 Ferguson 02-30-100-008 CONTRIBUTING CONTRIBUTING 
21038 Normantown 

(127th) 
02-30-300-010 CONTRIBUTING CONTRIBUTING 

1840 N. Frontage Rd.(55) 02-31-100-003 CONTRIBUTING SIGNIFICANT LOCAL LANDMARK 
 Normantown 02-32-200-020 CONTRIBUTING CONTRIBUTING 
20442 Romeo Rd. 02-32-300-003 NON-CONTRIBUTING NON-CONTRIBUTING 
11528 Naper-Romeo Rd. 02-32-400-008 CONTRIBUTING CONTRIBUTING 
13336 Smith 02-36-400-007 NON-CONTRIBUTING NON-CONTRIBUTING 

Chapter III – 22: The following lines in the table have been reprinted with corrections to the architectural 
style:  
550 BOUGHTON 02-09-200-021 QUEEN ANNE VERNACULAR 

 
 FRONTAGE ROAD 02-22-176-002 GABLE FRONT VERNACULAR 

 
1840 N. FRONTAGE 

RD.(55) 
02-31-100-003 UPRIGHT AND WING ITALIANATE 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
At the request of the Will County Land Use Department (Will County), acting as liaison for the Will 
County Historic Preservation Commission (Historic Preservation Commission), Wiss, Janney, Elstner 
Associates, Inc. (WJE) has prepared the following report of the intensive survey of existing farmsteads in 
unincorporated Du Page Township in Will County, Illinois. WJE has previously performed an intensive 
survey of Wheatland, Plainfield, and Lockport Townships, with a final report dated November 2000. 
Most of the survey of Du Page Township was performed in April and May 2001, with follow-up survey 
in August and November 2001, and includes 36 square miles with 27 farmsteads containing 131 
individual structures. This intensive survey was performed to update the previous survey of the township 
performed in 1988, which identified 76 farmsteads with 411 individual structures. Therefore, in the 13 
years between the survey efforts a significant number of rural structures, as well as rural character and 
heritage, have been lost. Of the 27 farmsteads identified, 5 are individually eligible for Will County 
Historic Landmark status and/or National Register of Historic Places designation; 15 have sufficient 
integrity to contribute to a potential Will County or National Register rural heritage historic district; and 7 
lack sufficient historic integrity to contribute to a historic district. Approximately one-half of the 
farmsteads in the township are actively engaged in some form of agricultural production. However, 
although many structures survive on farmsteads in Du Page Township and northwest Will County, they 
are under increasing threat without the former vitality of the agricultural economy. 

Northwest Will County was settled by pioneer farmers of European origin beginning in the late 1820s. 
Two subsequent historical developments led to an increase in settlement: more land in the region became 
available after the Treaty of Chicago of 1833 resettled the remaining Native Americans to west of the 
Mississippi; and the decision to build the Illinois and Michigan Canal, begun in 1836. By the time the 
canal opened in 1848, the towns of Plainfield and Lockport had been founded (in 1834 and 1836 
respectively) and farmers were established in Wheatland and Du Page Townships. The canal promoted 
the use of Chicago as a port city and reoriented the growth center of Illinois from the southern end of the 
state to the north. The canal helped farmers move their harvests and livestock to market. Within a few 
years, the railroad arrived to the region, offering farmers an additional means of transporting their bounty 
to Chicago and elsewhere. The canal gradually declined in use with the spread of the railroads; however, 
routing of the Sanitary and Ship Canal in the 1890s parallel to the canal renewed the waterways in the 
region for shipping purposes. Other transportation arteries included the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railroad, 
established in the late 1880s, and the routing of U.S. 30 through Joliet and Plainfield in the 1910s. 
Although these transportation arteries also served newly established industries in the area, they served the 
vital agricultural economy of northwest Will County until its decline in the last half of the twentieth 
century.  

The Rural Structures Survey of unincorporated Will County performed in 1988 identified approximately 
21,000 structures, 343 of which were noted to be potentially significant. The 1988 survey documented 
sites with photographs and survey data on standard Illinois Historic Preservation Agency format cards. 
For most sites, the data for the 1988 survey was gathered from the public right-of-way. In addition to this 
survey a report, was prepared examining the overall rural themes present in the county and identifying 
noteworthy structures. In 1999 and 2000, an intensive survey of Wheatland, Plainfield, and Lockport 
Townships was performed by WJE. The survey area includes 108 square miles of land, 227 farmsteads 
and historically related sites, and 890 individual structures. This report incorporates information from the 
final report November 2000, but with additional historical information obtained during the survey of Du 
Page Township. 

Because of the numerous changes that have occurred in the years since the first rural survey in 1988, the 
Will County Historic Preservation Commission recognized the need to reassess the agricultural heritage 
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in the region. Northwest Will County in particular is one of the fastest developing areas of the state, and 
for this reason was selected as the first area in the county to be reassessed. The Village of Bolingbrook 
has grown to dominate Du Page Township. The boundaries of Naperville, Plainfield, and Bolingbrook 
were once several miles apart. Now, through a series of annexations in recent years, all three share 
common boundaries in the center of Wheatland Township to the west of Du Page Township. 

The Will County Rural Historic Structural Survey described in this report was conducted on an intensive 
level, reconfirming the data gathered in the 1988 survey, and also including additional information such 
as sketch site plans and identification of more detailed building features. (The intensive level of the 
survey was possible because only one township was included in the present survey, as opposed to the 
entire county for the 1988 survey.) Survey work was conducted on farmstead and agriculturally related 
sites on unincorporated land, although a limited number of significant sites on incorporated land were 
included as well. Access to each site was sought from property owners to allow for closer examination of 
structures documented in the survey. This also allowed for photographs taken at close range to be 
included in the survey data. Rural structures constructed before 1950 were documented, as a minimum 
age of 50 years is the basic criteria for elements to be considered for nomination to the National Register 
of Historic Places (National Register). Each of the structures was documented on a separate survey form. 
Database software was used to organize written survey data for each structure and each farmstead site. 
Mapping software using geographic information system (GIS) technology was used to plot a graphic 
database showing the location of each farmstead. 

The intensive survey conducted to date of all four northwestern Will County townships determined that 
there is a large, semi-contiguous region in Wheatland Township and northwestern Plainfield Township 
with a rich cultural heritage dating back to the first farmsteads established by settlers in the 1830s and 
1840s. Spread throughout this region are several extant sites where a local farming competition, the 
Wheatland Plowing Match, was held almost every year between 1877 and 1976. Within this region are 
several farmsteads meriting local landmark designation. Centered within this large region of Wheatland 
and Plainfield Townships is a small settlement, the Wheatland Presbyterian Church rural crossroads, with 
a rich history and several intact structures. Consideration should be given to nominating the region to the 
National Register as a Will County historic agricultural district or a National Register Historic District 
through multiple property designation.  

Also present in the four township area, and centered on the Des Plaines and Du Page River Valleys, are 
several extant buildings constructed of locally quarried limestone. The stone quarrying industry in the Des 
Plaines River Valley began in the 1830s, with quarrying in the Du Page River Valley initiated in the 
following decade as settlement progressed to northwestern Will County. As an area with buildings unique 
to agricultural production, it merits nomination to the National Register of Historic Places as a multiple 
property district. The survey also identified a select number of architecturally distinctive or historically 
significant sites and structures not defined by either of the two above categories. These are sites that merit 
local landmark designation. After additional research is performed to grant local landmark designation, a 
few of these sites may merit designation to the National Register.  

Chapters I and II provide the context in which the surveyed farmsteads were established, grew, and in 
many cases have been divided into separate properties. Chapter I covers the geological, historical, and 
architectural contexts of Will County agriculture. Chapter II discusses the historical context of each of the 
three townships and focuses on historically and/or architecturally significant farmsteads, as identified by 
the survey, and the families that owned them. Chapter III describes the survey results, and includes a 
discussion of the National Register and local Will County criteria for determination of historical and 
architectural significance; a listing of the significant farmsteads in the survey region and potential 
individual or group designation; tabulation of individual building types; and recommendations for future 
survey work. Chapter IV contains a description of the survey methodology.  
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This is not a moraine. While its overall form may resemble a terminal moraine formed by glaciation, this mound lying along the 
Lisle Township (Du Page County) and Du Page Township (Will County) border is a landfill. It is located at the southern end of 
the Greene Valley Forest Preserve of the Du Page County Forest Preserve District. 
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